
 
Press Release 

09-30-08 
 

For Immediate Release 
 
Contact: Greg Warnock 
503.689.4145 
greg@owva.org 
 

OWVA Endorses Kurt Schrader (D) for Congress 
 
SALEM-- Oregon War Veterans Association (OWVA) has chosen Democrat Kurt Schrader, in 
their endorsement for Congressional District 5, against Republican Mike Erickson. 
 
In their endorsement letter, OWVA’s director said that Schrader is much better prepared to serve 
the district than Erickson.  Schrader has been available to veterans, has supported many pieces of 
OWVA legislation, and has great customer service skills, which will serve the districts veterans 
and senior citizens in the same way as Darlene Hooley did. 
 
“Erickson, is a terrible candidate, in my opinion,” Warnock told OWVA’s selection board.  “He 
fails to show up to scheduled meetings, he has never personally returned an email or phone call 
from us, so how could we expect him to serve us in Congress?  He is in the race for his own ego, 
it seems to me.” 
 
In a meeting between Warnock and Schrader, Warnock advised the candidate to keep customer 
service as a priority, especially when working with veterans and seniors.  He also advised 
Schrader of future legislation that OWVA would submit to Congress on behalf of Oregon’s 
National Guard members and veterans. 
 
“We need to pressure the National Guard Bureau to allow their family support personnel to let us 
know when they need charitable support from the community.  We also need the Army to permit 
‘comfort items’ donated by charitable organizations to be transported by the Military Airlift 
Command and/or civilian contractors,” Warnock said during the meeting.  “Additionally, we 
need Congress to authorize a higher reimbursement amount to TRICARE/Medicaid health care 
providers, who serve Oregon’s retired veterans and activated National Guard Troop’s families.”  
Schrader supported the proposed legislation. 
 
OWVA’s selection board was unanimous in their selection of Schrader, who serves in the 
Oregon Senate as the Co-Chair of Ways and Means. 
 
For more information about OWVA visit www.OWVA.org 
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